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CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 

EXPLAINED: 
OR, T HE 


D UTIE s 


OF THE 


Truly CHRISTIAN Huss AND and” 
WIFE, particularized, opened, ap= 
plied, and many Ways improved. 


Set forth and illuſtrated by 


Proper Parallels, drawn betwixt Cas 1sT and his 
CHURCH, on one Hand, and the faithful 
Cory Huſband and W ife on the other : 


WHEREBY 


More Beauty and Glory i is reflected upon, and | 
_ evidently diſcerned in the Married State, than 1s 
ordinarily obſerved, confidered or underſtood. 


| Deſigned. for the Inſtruftion, Benefit and Comfort 
of all ſober Married People. 


_—_—_—_— 


By DAVID CROSLEY 


 ———— 


ted 


LONDON: 
| Printed in the Year MDCCXLIV. 


TO THE 


Sober and Diſcreet READER. 


\ TEAR twenty Years ago 1 drew up this brief 
Comment, containing certain plain expoſutory 
Remarks on the great Apoſile's Diſcourſe to bis Be- 
loved Epheſians concerning Marriage ; and 1 muſt 
confeſs, the Performance of this Service, at the Re- 
queſt of a Friend, by the divine Bleſſmg, was a 


| Means to enrich my Underſtanding with brighter - 
Notions, and more ſatisfattory Ideas, both of the 


Nature and End of Marriage, between Man and 
Wife ; as alſo, of the much more ſweet and every 
Way tranſeendant Relation that 1s betwixt Chriſt 


and his Church. That of Man and Wife is natu- 
ral, and therefore tranſitory ; that betwixt Chriſt 


and his Church is ſpiritual, and therefore perpetual 


and abiding for ever, But when 1 came to a 
prattical Conſideration of the Parallel that 1s ſo 


evidently to be diſcerned in the Light and by the 
Rules here ſet forth by the Apejile, methought T ſaw 


ſuch a Beauty in the Relation betwixt Chriſt and 
his Church, and alſo betwixt Man and Wije, as a 


lively Emblem of the former (which like the Cheru- 
bims over the Mercy-Seat, ſtill look one towards 
P- 3 another ), 
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another), that it was both pleaſant and profitable ts | 
Conſider, and meditate upon, And I have had an b 
Account of others, who by reading ſome few Copies 
hereof that are gone abroad, have reaped the like 
Advantage. The Lord grant that many more may 
do the ſame. Here are glorious Examples before us ; 
let all make it their Buſineſs to follow them ; let 
| Huſbands look to Feſus their heavenly Pattern ; be 
is a Mirror of Patience, Love, Faithfulneſs and 
Amity, Tenderneſs, and Long-ſuffering, where he | 
finds Sincerity, andan upright Heart ; look to that ; 
let Sincerity go hand in hand with Submiſſion, and 
let all our Strife be, who can love and ſerve one an= 
other moſt and beſt, and the God of Love and Peace 
be our God and Guide unto Death, So prays one 
that deſires to fear God and love all Men. 


D. CROSLEY. 


A Brief 
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A Brief Comment, or Plain Expoſition on Ephe- 
ſians Chap. v. from Verſe 22 to the End. Writ- 


ten at the Requeſt of a Friend, in the Near of 
our Redemption 1720. 


'$ Paul was one of the moſt excellent Apoſtles, ſo 
this is one of his moſt excellent Epiſtles, not only 
as to the Sublimity of the Matter, (for in that re- 
ſpect the Epiſtle to the Romans is inferior to none). 
but together with that alſo, for the Accuracy of the Method, 
and the Plainneſs and Brevity which our Apoſtle moſt exqui- 
ſitely attends to therein z which ſingular Excellencies render 
this Epiſtle more eminently uſeful to the inquiſitive Chriſtian 
Reader, 
_ The Epiſtle evidently conſiſts of two general Parts ; the 
DoRtrinal and Practical. The Doctrinal is moſt profoundly 
| treated on in the three firſt Chapters ; and the three laſt are 
no leſs remarkable for Chriſtian Pra&tice : In ſhort, both 
DoEtrine and Practice, in the moſt evangelical Manner, are 
ſet forth for the Uſe and Benefit of the New Teſtament 
Church. The DoEtrinal Part is fo profoundly deep, ſpiritual 
and myſterious, and fo far above the Reach of Nature to un- 
derſtand aright ; and in like Manner, what refers to Chriſtian 
Practice is ſo purely adapted to the Goſpel Oeconomy, and 
New Covenant Inftitution, that the Natural Man, as ſuch, 
can neither receive them, nor conceive of them, - in a faving 
Way, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Matt. xvi. 17. 
 _ Seeing therefore, that the Spirit is promiſed to abide with 
the Church for ever, and further, that God gives the Holy 
Spirit-to them that ask him, and that the Spirit's Work and 
Office is to lead us into all Truth ; let us not reſiſt, but re- 
_ ceive, not grieve, but cheriſh the Holy Spirit, that by it, 
according 'to the Word, we may be enabled to diſcern all 
Things, even the deep Things of God. But to proceed : It 
is to the latter or practical Part of this Epiſtle, that the Task 
now afligned me doth belong. And the particular Argu- 
ment I am to 89 upon, relates to that Part thereof which we 
ordinarily 


ma . Ne, 
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ordinarily call relative, and which treateth of the Duties 
which reciprocally belong to Man and Wife, and which they 
mutually owe, and are under the higheſt Obligations to dif- 
charge, with the utmoſt Care and good- Conſcience, one to- 
wards another, {till bearing in Mind, and keeping within 
View of that infinitely higher, and far more tranſcendant Re-_ 
lation that is betwixt Chriſt and his Church, of which the 
conjugal Relation that is betwixt Husband and Wife is the 
perfect Icon, and exat Picture ; than which Conſideration, 
none ever can be of greater Weight and Influence to true | 
Chriſtian Minds, that arehappily entered -into a married 
State; nor can ally Conſideration poſſibly be a ſtronger Mo- 
tive to a careful and conſcientious Adherence to, and ſteady 
Attendance on the Performance of their reſpe&tive Duties ; 
the Husband as perſonating and repreſenting the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, as Head and Husband of the Church, and Wives as per- 
ſonating and imitating the Church, as the bleſſed Bride, and 


dearly beloved Spouſe of the Lord Jeſus. So that if the 


* Husband grow careleſs of, or negligent in any of the good 
Offices or relative Duties incumbent on him as a Husband, 
or that he may have done ſome Actions, or fallen into ſome 
_ Paſſions inconſiſtent with, the Marriage Relation, or the ſteady 
Reſemblance of the Lord Jeſus, which he ought to bear, 
how juſtly and neceſſarily may he refle&t upon” himſelf and 
ſay, O ſinful Wretch, O unworthy Creature that I am, thus 
to forget and diſgrace my glorious Pattern ; Is this to imi- 
| tate and honour the holy Jeſus ? Should he behave to me as 
I do to my eſpouſed Wife, my ſecond Self, Bone of my 
Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ; how could I, nay how ſhould 
I account for it ? O thou lovely, incomparable, inimitable 
Jeſus, the ever ſteady, true and faithful Bridegroom of the 

bleſſed Church of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written 
in Heaven, O how am I aſhamed, wounded, grieved, that | 
I ſhould not only fall ſhort ſo much and ſo often, in my Du- 
ty to my dear Yoke-fellow ; but more eſpecially, in that I 
am ſo egregiouſly defeCtive in repreſenting, imitating, and ho- | 
' nouring my glorious Pattern, who ſers hourly Examples be- 
fore me, written in large Capitals, of his Love, Patience, 
Faithfulneſs, Conſtancy, Tenderneſs, and readineſs to for- 
give his People, his Spouſe, in whom his Soul delighteth, O 
whither ſhall I make my Shame to flee? Lord pardon me, 
and grant me the Grace of true Amendment. $15 

| In like manner, if Wives be remiſs and faulty in the Diſ- 


charge of their Duty ; if they have but a due Senſe and Un- 
2 / _ derſtanding 
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derſtanding of the Apoſtle's DoEtrine in this Place ; what can 
be more natural in itſelf, more uſeful to them, and more 
conſiſtent with Religion, than for them to run a ſerious Paral- 
Iel betwixt themſelves and the Spouſe of Chriſt ; and with 
Sha me and Regret to obſerve, how vaſtly different their Love 
and Conduct towards: their Husbands is, from that of the true 
Chriſtian Church to the Lord Jeſus? Has God put ſuch an 
Honour upon the Marriage Relation betwixt Man and Wife, 
as to ſignify, and in ſo lively a Manner to repreſent thereby, 
the near Relation and ſweet Union, that is for ever to be and 
ſubſiſt, betwixt his own natural eternal Son, and, the People 


of his Love, choſen in and given to Chriſt in a Covenant 


Way, before all Worlds, to be his Siſter, his Spouſe, re- 


_ deemed by his Blood, called by his Grace and holy Goſpel, 


juſtifed in his Righteouſneſs, and ſanQifhed by his Holy Spi- 


_ Tit, and declared and ſet forth before Angels and Men, to be 


the Church of the Living God, the Lamb's Wife for ever 
and ever. Oh that God ſhould 'bonour me in ſuch Sort, and 


_ put ſuch a Dignity upon me, a poor deſpicable Branch of the 
fallen Nature, and yet that I ſhould take no more Pleaſure, 


and find no more Comfort, yex and Tranſport, in repreſent- 
ing, imitating, and in ſuch a Manner converſing with the 
Church of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written in Hea- 
ven ; ſuch a divine, ſuch a glorious Example and Pattern 
continually ſet before mine Eyes, O what a conſcientious 
Care, what a holy Awfulneſs, and diligent Obſervation ought 
it to beget in me, and fill me continually with, adminiftring 
an uninterrupted Occaſion to me, to bring all the Parts of 
my Marriage Condu to this Pattern, greatly lamenting 
every Deviation from this incomparable Rule, and moſt ſtre- 
nuouſly wreſtling for the Grace of Amendment ! 

But that the whole Argument before us may ftang@ in a 
clearer Light, and appear with more convincing Evidence, 
let us now attend to, and briefly improve theſe few remark- _ 
able Verſes under our preſent Regard, with what Plainneſs 
may be, 

Eph. v. 22. Ii ves ſubmit yourſelves unto your own  Hus- 
Fes 5 as to the Lord. 

W herein we note, firft, the relative Charadter, Wives. 

Secondly, The Duty enjoined them, Submit yourſelves. 

Thirdly, To whom? Anſw. To your own Husbands. 


 Fourthly, The Kind and Degree of this Submiſſion, As to 
the Lord, | 
Fir /t, 


S< 
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Firſt, The Charafter, Vives. The Woman at firſt was 


included in the Man, dale and Female created he them, 
Gen. i. 27. and altho' afterwards taken in a Rib out of his 
Side, yet was ſhe inſtantly reſtored into his Boſom again (as 


a meet Help) by Marriage inſtituted and at firſt celebrated 


in Paradiſe, in the Preſence of God and his holy Angels, and 


| fo ſhe became his Wife. And as ſuch, 1/?, . She became Se- 


cond-velf to her Husband, 24, Secondary Head over the Fa- 


 mily. 34, A Mother of a legitimate Iſſue, for the peopling of 


the World, and repleniſhing of the Church, by the Grace of 


God, with holy and immortal Members, both in its militant 
and triumphant State. 


Secondly, 'The Duty enjoined her, which is, 70 ſubmit her- 


ſelf. She muſt not be imperious, lofty, and afſuming, but 
_ affeftionate, humble and uſeful, It is not enough to ſee to 


the regular, tractable, and dutiful Demeanor of her Children 


and Servants, by Counſels and Admonitions ; but ſhe is to 


be more eſpecially careful to ſet a good Example before them, 
that the State and Order of her Houſe may ſtand, Thus 


ſhe ſubmits in Love and Duty to her own Husband, and her 
Servants and Children, animated by her Example in Faith- 
fulneſs and Duty, honour and ſerve them both ; and all of, 
them together, in Love, Duty and Faithfulneſs, ſerve, ho- 
Nour and worſhip God, ES RS 

Thirdly, To whom ſhe is to ſubmit, viz. To her own 
* Husband, She is nor to ſubmit to any foreign Yoke, nor 


be accountable to any remote Authority, Her Husband is 
her ProteQtor againſt all foreign Invaders. And tho! ſhe 


Not fill the Throne, nor ſway the Sceptre in the Family, ( For 


her Deſire ſhall be to her Husband, and he ſhall rule over her, 


_ Gen, 1ii. 16.) yet is ſhe not to be ſubordinate to any in the 


Family but her Husband only ; he is at the ſame time bound 
in Honour to ſuffer none within his Juriſdiftion to abuſe, 
affront, or ridicule her, or any way to inſult, or expoſe her ; 
Chriſt takes what is done for or againſt any of his Little Ones, 


as done for or againſt himſelf, Matth. xxv. 34, to the End, 


So the good Husband. | ES Fe 
Fourthly, This Submiffion, as to the Nature and Kind of 
it, is'to be, as unto the Lord, What a Wife doth in a Way 


of Love and Duty to her Husband, ſhe doth it as to the Lord, 


Moreover, Conſcience towards God, binds her to Obedience 


to her Husband, In obeying one ſhe obeys both, and this 


makes Obedience to be both ſweet and delightful ; the Chri- 
itian Wife can eaſily behold Chriſt in the Perſon of her 1 
Og band, 


* 
_ * *xM- 
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band. This makes both Chriſt's and the Husband's Yok®© 
eaſy, and the Burthen light ; Servants are to do Service to. 


their Maſters in Singleneſs of Heart, a6 unto Chriſt, Eph. 


Vi. 5. much more Wives to their Husbands. 


"Wie: 23. For the Husband is the Head of the Wife, even 


as Chriſt is the Head of the Church, and he is the Saviour of 
_ Body. | | 


p _—_ : \ 
Note hence, "t, An Aſeertion, The Hurtond is the Head 


of the Wife. 


. '24, This is illuſtrated by this excellent Compariſon,” even 
as Chriſt ; is the Head of the Church, a ſupplementary Addi- 
tion, even as Chrift is the Saviour of the Body. 

_ If, The Aﬀertion, He is the Head of < Wife. Fir, 
Negatively, he is not her natural Head, for ſo is the Head of 


her Body ; nor yet her civil Head, for ſo is the civil Ma- 
| 0 agh, ; and leaſt of all is he her myRical or ſpiritual Head, 


or fo is Chriſt Jeſus only. 
 Seeondly, But Poſitively, he is her Matrimonial or Conjagit 
Head, by the Martiage Covenant, according to Divine In- 
Fitution ; ; or if you. will, her Domeſtic Head, as Head of 
the Family. 


Secondly, By Illuſtration, even as Chr ft 1 is the Head of the 
Church 

3 Her Faderal or Covenant Head. 2d, An Influential 

ife- -giving Head. Finally, He is her Myſtical, Spiritual 

and Eternal Head, of the Increaſe of whoſe Government there 


ſhall be no End, Ifa. ix. 7, In ſhort, Chriſt is to his Church 
| a ſupreme and ſovereign Head ; he gives Place to None, is 
accountable to none, to whom be Glory for. ever. 


| Thirdly, "The ſupplementary Addition, even as Chrift is 


the Saviour of the Body. 


He is the Head of « Church and the Saviour of the "YN 


'dy. Now Head and Body are both relative, and Church 
_ and Body are here ſynonymous Terms ; Chriſt is the Head 


of the Body, and Saviour of the Church ; or as it is here, 
the Head of the Church and Saviour of the Body, The 


Church is the Body Myſtical of Chriſt, and Chriſt is the 


Head of this Body Myſtical ; and not the Head only, but 


the Saviour alſo, a Sovereign Head, a complete Saviour, able 


#0 \ ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God by him, Heb. 


vii. 25. Hence that of the Spouſe, Song v. 16. This 15 my 
Beloved, and this is my Lhe ob Daughters of Feruſalem. 


Let 
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Let all then, ſay, with theſe Daughters, Song vi. 1. JJhi- 
ther is thy Beloved gone, O thou faireſt among Women, whi-, 


ther is thy Beloved turned afide, that we = ſeek him with 
thee © | 


Verſe 24. Therefore as the Church is fubjea unto Chri it, 
' fo let the Ilives be to their own Husbands in every Thing, 
Here note, 1/7, The good Wives Pattern, the Church. 

24, The Wives Conformity to this Pattern ; Wi let the 
IV ives be to their own Hutbands. 
34, The Extent of this Conformity, in every Thing. 
| Note, 1/?, The Wives Pattern, viz. the Church. Now the 
| Church of Chriſt is oft compared to a man for, 
1/7, Beautifulneſs; 24, Weakneſs; 3d, F nitulnc The 


Church is exceeding beautiful, but it is in Husband's 


| Comelineſs, Exch. xvi. 14. She 5 75 weak, but it is that her 


Husband's Strength may be made perfetF in her Weakneſs, 
She is fruitful, but her Spiritual Husband is like the green 
Fir-tree ; Febboh him her Fruit is found, Hof. xiv. 8. . There- 
ſore, as the Church, as ſuch, has her "All from Chriſt, and 
ſ{trenuouſly Iabours in every Thing to be found in him, and 
conformed to him, ſo let the Wife be ſubjeCt to her own 
Husband in every Thing ;- that is, in every Thing reaſon- 
able and conſiſtent with her Duty to God, and her Relation 
to him. This SubjeRion ſhould not be partial but univer- 
ſal, not parcelled out after the W4ll of Man: "The Church 
is not aſhamed when ſhe has Reſpe& unto all Chriſt's Com-_ 
.. mandments, Pal. cxix. 6b. So the Wife's SubjeCtion ſhould 
be general to all her Husband's Requirements that are juſt 
and reaſonable, Subjection ſhould be, 1. Voluntary, x 
forced; a Force put on the Will deſtroys it. 2, Chear- 
ful. God loves a chearful Giver. 3. Generous, not merce- 
nary, not for Rewards, but of a ready Mind; Chriſt and 
' his Church ſhould have but one Will, and one Intereft : 0 
 Husbands and Wives ſhould beware of divided and ſeparate 

Wills and Intereſts; Unity and Harmony are the Sinews of 
Society and true Friendſhip. Again, SubjeCtion ſavvld be 
laſting and permanent, tho* perhaps not always even and 
ſteady 3; the Sea ebbs and flows, yet is the Sea fill; there 
may be Remiſſion, but ſhould be no Vacation ; »a Bow in 
.the Archer's Hand may be unbended, but not unſtrung ; 
 bhe Church's SubjcCtion is iaſlings and fo ſhould tes good 

Ives 


»Ai.2x-.; 
—— 
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Wives too. Thus our Apoſtle diſmiſſes the Wife's Daty, | 
and aps next to the Husband's. | 


Verſe.2 5 Hushands love your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo 
loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it. ; 


From hence, note, 1//, The Exbortation; Hubands love 
your Wives, © 

24, The Pattern preſented for our Imitation therein, Even 
as Chrift alſo loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it. - 

By the way, note, 1/0, How far the Husband's' Work ſur- 
paſles that of the Wife's, tho? at firſt View it ſeemeth other- 
wiſe ; becauſe he has a much more exact Pattern to follow, _ 
and a much more tranſcendent Copy to write after ; a more 
holy, heavenly, perfe&, and divine Perſon to repreſent and 
imitate ; one that is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 
from Sinners, in whoſe adorable Perſon all the PerfeCtions 
both of the divine and human Natures moſt radiantly ſhine 
forth, and that is intirely free from all human Frailties, no 
vicious Humours, no roving Fancies, his Love is perfe&t, and 
his Faithfulneſs and Patience infinite ; he is both omniſcient 
and omnipotent : This is the Church's Bridegroom, and 
the King of Heaven's Son. O ye Chriſtian Husbands, fee in 
how high a Station the Apoſtle ſets you, and how great a 
Task he therein affigns you. How juſtly may you cry with 


| the Apoſtle, of theſe Things, in their Kind, ho. rs ſufficient 


or them ©? 

2d, As the Love of Chriſt to his Church is in all Things 
beyond our Comprehenſion, ſo the Pattern therein ſet before 
us, is beyond our Imitation, But tho' we cannot find out 
his Way, nor tread out his Steps unto Perfection, yet through _ 
Grace we may obtain ſo much Knowledge of him, and have 
ſo much Fellowſhip with him, as well as receive ſo much Di- 


reCtion and Help from him in every Thing, as will make us 


for ever cry out, His JVays (and eſpecially in his Church, 
the true Beauty of Holineſs) are really Jays of Pleaſantneſ, 
and all his Paths are Peace. 

But to proceed, Love is a Debt we owe to all Men. 
Hence that of Paul, Owe no Man any Thing but to love one 


_ another. We ſhould love our Neighbours, Friends, Rela- 


tions, nay our very Enemies; but in a Way of Eminence, 


we ſhould ur Wives as half of ourſelves: No Man ever 
yet hateth his own Fleſh, Here natural Love runs in its na- 


(73: _ tive 
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tive Channel : For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father and 
Mother, and ſhall cleave to his Wife ; and yet Father and 
Mother, Wife and Child, muſt be all left, Nay, Compara- 
_ tively, hated for Chriſt's Sake. Again, there is a Love of 
Pity, which we allow to Strangers, and a Love of Compla-. 
cency peculiar to our Friends, and ſingularly to our Wives ; but 
above all to Chriſt Jeſus, who has ſo loved us as to give himſelf 
for us. Finally, Here is a Love tranſient, a Creature Love, and 
a Love which is permanent, which is a Chriſtian Love. Laſtly, 
TT here is a carnal Love for finifter Ends, and is governed and 
fed by ſenſual Appetite, This is a falſe Fire and therefore | 
flaſhy and fading z whereas true and genuine Love to -God 
| or Man, isan inward real Heat, and vital Warmth, kindled 
and maintained by a pure Principle of unſtained Honour 
and true AﬀeCtion ; the firſt being a ſpurious and wanton 
Love is never fixed, but ranges and roves every where, 
little regarding Objedts, whether honourable or baſe, or Per- 
ſons whether virtuous, or vitious ; till at Jaſt it evaporates as 
Nature impairs, and ſometimes much ſooner turns to Envy, 
Enmity, and Ill-will, as in the Caſe of Amnon with Tamar, 
2 Sam. Xiii. 15. Which is baſe indeed. But a Man's Love 
to his Wife, ſhould be like Aaron's Rod, always in the Bud, 
continually progreflive, and productive of an endleſs Train of 
pute Aﬀections, and good Offices, according to the Love of 
the Lord to the Children of /ſraz!, Hof. iii. 1. Fer. xxxi. 
3. which would therefore ſweetly correſpond with the good 
Husband's divine Pattern, now under Regard, according to 
what our Apoſtle here adds, even as Chriſt alſo loved his 
Church, and gave himſelf for it, He gave himſelf for 
it, to live an afflicted and forrowful Life, and to die a bitter 
and ignominious Death for her Sake ; and in order to her 
Redemption, he aſſumed her Nature, bore her Sin, paid her 
Debt, aonfronmd and totally conquered all her Enemies, and 
purchaſed for her both Grace and Glory. 

Now, if Chriſt has done all this for his Church, in 'S ge- 
nerous, in ſo gracious, nay, in ſo glorious a Manner, ſhall 
| Husbands think much to deny themſelves a little for the 
Sake and Benefit of their Wivcs, to diſpenſe a little now and 
then with her Humour, and his own Prerogative, rather a- 
bating ſomething of the Rigour of her Obedience, and his 
own Authority, than to live continually in the Fire of Con- 
tention and endleſs Clamour of wrangling Diſputes, Conſe 
dering him that endured ſuch Contr aditiion of Sinners againſt 


Ys 
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himſelf, Heb. xii. 3. that be might ſan@ify and cleanſe it 
' with his own Blood, and by the Word that be might preſent 
it to himſelf a elerious Church. _. 
Obſerve here, how our Lord in giving of himſelf, 


ſeeks not himſelf, but does all for the Sake .and for the Good 


of his Church ; and ſhall the Hearts of Husbands be ſo hard, 
or their Love lo lean, as to afford to do nothing, abate no- 
thing, ſuffer or bear nothing for the Sake and Good of their 
Horm Chriſt conſiders that we are but Duſt ; and cannot 
Sbands confſider,: that their Wives : are but Women, and 
weaker Veſlels. V hs 
Again, Chriſt lays on his Church no Trials, no Tempta- 
tions but what he enables her to bear ; and ſhall Howbandy, 
without any Compaſſion or tender Regard, oppreſs or . bear 
down their Wives with their Authority, out of, or according 
| to their own unbounded' Humour, ſo as to make their Lives 
uncomfortable; muſt the Wife ſubmit to her Husband in 
every Thing? 'Then let the Hnsband be tender over, 
Wen and condeſcending towards his Wife in every Thing. 


© Verſe 28. So oug ht Men to FIR their Wives, as their own 
Bodies ; he that Jeverh not bis Wi fe loveth not himſelf. 


At the 25th Verſe, the Apoſtle enjoins Husbands to love 
their Wives as Chrift loved the Church, and gave himſelf 
For it. But hear, left any ſhould be diſcouraged, as think- 
ing the InjunQion too 6-0 and by frail Man impraQticable ; 
he here admits of a Mitigation, and coun us only to love 
our Wives as our own Bodies, 
If thou canft of Choice and with Delight, beat, pinch, 
hunger, ſtarve, brow-beat, or abuſe thine own Body, then 
do the like with Impunity to thine own Wife ; or and if 
_ thou wouldeſt not that others ſhould flout, inſult, reproach, 
or tyranize over thee, then abhor to do it to others, but eſpe- 
cially not to the Wife of thy Boſom. - 

In ſhort, he that loveth his Wife loveth himſelf, 'The 
Love of ourſelves and the Love of our Wives are Counter- 
parts, and ſhould always be inſeparable. 


Verſe 29. For no Man ever yet hated his own Flfb, but 
nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even @s the Lord doth ts Church. 


It is unnatural and inhuman for a Man to WS his own - 
Fleſh : But our Wives are our own Fleſh ; therefore ua 
2 ag 
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Conſequence neceſſarily follows. The Word of God requires 
us to love our Neighbour as ourſelves; much more as our- 
ſelves ſhould we love our Wives. How oft does the Spouſe of 
Chriſt fail in her Condu towards him, in her-Faithful- 
neſs to him, in her Fruitfulneſs before him, and in her 
cloſe Walking with him ; and yet how patiently does he 
| bear it, and how readily does he paſs by it ? How tenderly 
does he plead and pray for her* With what kind Allure- 
ments does he bring her into the Wilderneſs ro humble and 
mortify her ? And there how comfortably does he ſpeak un- 
to her, of. ii. 14. Grves her her Vineyards from thence, 
and the Valley of Achor for a Door of Hope, Ver. 15. As 
Chriſt therefore ſaith to the Lawyer, Luke x. 37. ſo let it be 
faid to every Chriſtian Husband, Go and do thou likewsſe. 


Veer. 30. For we are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, 
and of his Bones. FEET: 


| Accordingly, the Lamb himſelf feeds his Church, and 

leads her to living Fountains, Rev. vii. 17. He gathers her 
Lambs with his Arm, and carries them in his Boſom, and 
gently leads thoſe that are with young, Tai. xl. 11. He has 
Mulk for her Babes, and Meat for her flrong Men. For 
we are Members of his Body by virtue of myitical Union ; 
and we are Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, by 
virtue of his Incarnation ; and-how Husband and Wife be- 
come one Fleſh, appears by the next Words, 


Ver. 31. For, this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father and 
Mother, and fhall be-goined to his Wife, and they two ſhall be- 
come one Fleſh, "= 6s .; X 

We ſee how Union takes Place of all Things, and a leſfer 
Union gives Place to a greater ; a natural Union betwixt 
Father and Child gives Place to a conjugal betwixt Husband 
and Wife, and that to a ſpiritual one betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church for ever. Note further, the Relation betwixt Husband 
and-Wife does not diflolye, but ſuperſedes that of Father 
and Child, A Man's Parents are his Parents ſtil! notwith- 
ſtanding he is married ; therefore he muſt leave. Father and 
Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and they two ſhall be one 
Fleſh, even as he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit 
with him, Note, To be made one Fleſh 1s a near Union, 
Le MS ye 
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t ſhall be diſſolved ; but to be made one Spirit with ' the 
ord: is a much nearer Union, which ſhall never be diſſolved, 


Verſe 32. This is a great Myſtery, but 1 ſpeak AC 
Chr! ff and bis Church, 


| This i is a great Myſtery, a Sacrament, fay the Papiſts, to 
make up their Number Seven. But they aſcribe too. much to 


Marriage, /and too- much lower the Nature of a Sacrament. 


Some ſacred Things they profane, and ſome Things natural 
they idolize, not to ſay deify ; as alſo in the Point of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. _ 

\- But our Apoſtle, as if he had a prophetick F oreſight of this 
dangerous Miftake, to- take off the Force of it, and before 
Hand to enervate all Pretences thereunto, immediately adds, 


 » But I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and 515 Church. Marriage be- 


twixt Man and Woman, tho' honourable, and of {ingular 
. Antiquity, being inſtituted in Paradiſe, and firſt celebrated 
| before the Fall, in the Preſence of the Almighty, yet in itſelf 


is no ſuch Myſtery ; for that lies in, and ariſes from the Na- 
ture, Degree and Conſequence of the forderal: and myſtical 
Relation that is betwixt Chriſt and his Church ; and Marriage 
betwixt Man and Wife is ſo much the' more. Dhoubakle and 
comfortable, as it bears the more lively Repreſentation of, 


| and is influenced the. more eminently by the, bleſſed and ſuper- 
excellent Relation that i is vetwixe Chriſt and hls Church. 


Verſe . Nevertheleſs, tet every one «a you in particular þ 
love his *; even as himſelf, and the IVife ſee that ſhe reve- 
rence her Husband. WT RE DOEND 


As if our Apolile bad $64” The! 1 tion. dicks bikerto 


with regard chiefly to'the heavenly Bridegroom and the Bride, 


and would, in all that I have ſaid, have this myſterious Uni- 
on, or true ſpiritual Oneneſs that is betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church chiefly underſtood - and conſtantly attended unto, 


yet there is nevertheleſs ſuch a Weight and Reality in what I 


have alſo ſaid of the Marriage Relation betwixt Man and 
Wife, that I admoniſh and perſuade, nay even charge and 
require all Perſons in general, and every Believer in particu- 


lar, to love his Wife-even as himſelf, and the Wife ſee that 


ſhe reverence her Husband ; the one laying afide all Shew of 

Haughtineſs and Contewpt, all harſh” Treatment and Diſre- 

Ipees 1 in Word or Geſture ; and the other all Appearance of 
_ © Neglt 
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Negle& of Duty, Coldneſs of AﬀeQion, or Looſeneſs in any 
Part of a becoming and honourable -Condu&, according to 
theſe Apoſtolic Directions; and both of ther ſtriving toge- 
| ther, which of both can beſt and moft love and ferve God, 
and one another in him, with all Chearfulneſs, Confſtancy 
and good Conſcience, ſo as that they may make their Accounts 
with Joy, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Hea- 
ven, not only to take Vengeanee on all that know not God, 
and obey not the Goſpel, but alfd to be glorified in his. Saints, 
and to be admired in all that believe; and if ſuch be honour- 
ed of God. with Children, may they. both ſo educate and 
bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, 
and therein be ſo attended, thro* the divine Blefling; with 
Comfort and Succeſs, that they may: chearfully behold the* 
Lord from Heaven, the Judge both of Quick and Dead, and 
tay, Behold us, mot glorious Lord, behold us and the Children 
 2ohich thou haft given us, ' Thus Ichave gone thro? this Ar- 
.gument with what Plainneſs and Brevity I can, and ſhall 
conclude with this ſhort but PE Poem, AY 


$7 Ged took not Woman Prom Man , Head, 
That fhe ſhould domineer; 
| Nor yet out of his Feet, that foe - 
Should all his Burdens bear : 
'- But near his Heart God did hon fab; 
A Rib out of his Side, - © 
To ſhew that ſhe his Loving Mate, 
© And Half-ſelf ſhould abide, - 
'- + For God at firſt did make them one, 
= And altho' after twain, | 
| It was that by the Marriage Te 
They might be one again. YOTHTE 21 
| Let Man and Wife then ceaſe to brawl, OLE $518 
And Clamours lay afide : LS 
© Tho' he's her Head, fhe 1s his Rib, ThE. 
Once in, now by his Side, 
| This Gordian Knot let all beware 
How they aſunder cut, 
And whom God doth together Join, 
| Lat none afunder ur. 
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